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Book Notices 317 

NEUMANN'S ZWEI BLATTER AUS EINER SAMAR. PENTA- 
TEUCH - HANDSCHRIFT* 



The "zwei Blatter" are two parchment leaves that were submitted to 
Professor Neumann. They apparently were once used in the binding of 
a book and are said to have been sent to Vienna from Caesarea in Cappa- 
docia by an Armenian priest. They are considered to be of the sixth or 
seventh Christian century and somewhat older, rather than younger, than 
the definitely dated codex of A. H. 35 (A. D. 655-656) of which Rosen 
gave representations in Zeitschrift der Deutschen morgenlandischen 
Gesellschaft, Band XVIII. (1864). The ancient manuscript referred to 
is now in my possession and I have found that the alleged facsimiles 
are very incorrect and show several modernisms not present in the 
original. This fact destroys the basis of Neumann's attribution of great 
age to the Vienna fragments, and any other assignment of a date that 
may be made will be extremely uncertain in the present state of develop- 
ment of this branch of Semitic palaeography. 

These leaves contain in ordinary Samaritan characters the Hebrew 
text of Lev. 19:31-20:24 and 25:10-41 as given in the London Polyglot 
with, as usual, some variations. All deviations from the standard of 
comparison, including those connected with the use of matres lectionis, 
should have been recorded. The author is in error in supposing that the 
text is probably divided according to "that old division of the Penta- 
teuch into 154 paraschae which the Jews formerly had"; the system of 
paragraphing followed is that in common use with the Samaritans, by 
which the Law is made to consist of 965 sections of various lengths. 
(On p. 6 it is said that a section ends with Lev. 20:24, but the plate does 
not support the statement and that is not usually a point of division.) 
The presence of a after Lev. 25:28 "exactly as in the Massoretic text" 
is peculiar : it would be interesting to know to what style of alphabet it 
belongs and whether it is certainly from the first scribe. 

The latter part of this paper treats of the relation to each other of the 
t^wo forms (Massoretic and Samaritan) of the Hebrew text and the ancient 
versions of the Pentateuch. It does not contribute much that is new 
towards the solution of this important problem. 

W. Scott Watson. 

Toweehill (Quttenberg P. 0.), N. J. 
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